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1. Summary 

In the DOW of Trees4Future two workshops on the Access and Benefit Sharing of Forest 

Genetic Resources were foreseen, an internal and an external one. The first (internal) 

workshop (D4.7) was held in Doorwerth, the Netherlands on 19.11.2013 during the 2nd 

annual meeting of Trees4Future. About 30 people participated in the workshop. Three 

keynotes were presented (see program below). The presentations are available at the 

Trees4Future intranet. ( https://workspaces.inra-

transfert.fr/LotusQuickr/trees4future/PageLibraryC12579D700329445.nsf/h_Toc/32FDDAC

024CCFFC4C12579D70032A3F0/?OpenDocument ) 

 

The presentations were followed by a lively discussion on the following issues: 

  The increasing amount of paperwork due to the implementation of the new 

regulations. It is sure that there will be more paperwork, but the administrative 

burden could be minimized by preparing standard/model Material Transfer 

Agreements and developing best practices. The most important thing is that the 

origin of the genetic resource that is been transferred can always be traced back, 

the use of the material is agreed upon (commercial vs. non-commercial) and 

eventual financial compensation is agreed upon. 

  The (national) authorities that will be responsible for the implementation of the 

regulations. Not all European countries have yet appointed the responsible 

authority, but will do so in short term. Stakeholders should be informed about the 

national authorities within each country. 

  The sanctions for not following the regulations. It is not yet clear what could be 

appropriate sanctions for disobeying the regulations and how these should be 

applied. 

  The new regulations should become in force from October 2014, and will apply only 

for transactions that take place after this. However, when the genetic resource 

transferred is not originally owned by the supplying party, also documentation on 

the origin and possible transfers before October 2014 should be provided. 

  The Trees4Future community take a role in the preparation of a draft Material 

Transfer Agreement for the transfer of forest genetic recourses and in the 

development of best practices. 

  

https://workspaces.inra-transfert.fr/LotusQuickr/trees4future/PageLibraryC12579D700329445.nsf/h_Toc/32FDDAC024CCFFC4C12579D70032A3F0/?OpenDocument
https://workspaces.inra-transfert.fr/LotusQuickr/trees4future/PageLibraryC12579D700329445.nsf/h_Toc/32FDDAC024CCFFC4C12579D70032A3F0/?OpenDocument
https://workspaces.inra-transfert.fr/LotusQuickr/trees4future/PageLibraryC12579D700329445.nsf/h_Toc/32FDDAC024CCFFC4C12579D70032A3F0/?OpenDocument
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2. Program 

Workshop on Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) of Forest Genetic Resources 

Tuesday 19.11.2013 (during the Trees4Future 2nd Annual Meeting) 

Doorwerth, the Netherlands 

 

14.00 – 14.10 Opening      Luc Paques (INRA, FR) 

 

14.10 – 14.50 Legislation regulating ABS to Forest Genetic Resources,  

  a case study from the Nordic Region   Dr. Egbert Beuker (Metla, FI) 

 

14.50 – 15.30 State of the art of the EU legislation on ABS Ms. Heidi Banse (EC) 

 

15.30 – 16.00 Coffee/Tea  

  

16.00 – 16.40 The consequences of Access and Benefit Sharing  

for international exchange of genetic material Dr. Bert Visser (CGN, NL) 

 

16.40 – 17.45 Discussion:       Dr. Silvia Fluch (AIT, AT)

 What are the implications of ABS for forest tree  

breeding as well as for forest genetic research in Europe.   

 

17.45 – 18.00 Conclusions and Recommendations   Egbert Beuker (Metla, FI)4 

 

18.00  Closure of the workshop    
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3. Conclusions and Recommendations 

It was concluded that the new EU Regulation on Access and Benefit Sharing will apply to 

future international exchanges of Forest Genetic Resources. 

As it is foreseen that the regulation will come into force from October 2014 onward, it is time 

for the forest tree breeding sector, as well as the forest genetic research sector, to respond: 

by analysing the specific situation 

by developing best practices and 

by creating awareness 

 

In order to minimize administrative burden for both sectors when exchanging Forest Genetic 

Resources a standard/model Material Transfer Agreement should be prepared. 

 

After the workshop the contributors to this deliverable convened and decided that they will 

come up in short term with a proposal to the Trees4Future project for the preparation of a 

draft Material Transfer Agreement and for setting some first steps in the development of best 

practices.  

This idea was presented to the Executive Committee at the Mid-term Review and well 

received. 

  

 

 

 


